
Valentina Gasca Castro for FASA President 

Hello fellow Arts students! My name is Valentina Gasca Castro, and I am running to be 
President of the Faculty of Arts Students’ Association.  I am a fourth year Anthropology and 
History student with a minor in Latin American studies. This past year, I have served as 
your Vice President Operations and Finance. During my tenure, I have facilitated 
relationship building with organizations on and off campus and focussed on getting more 
funding opportunities to communities on campus and into student hands. A year prior I 
had the privilege of serving as History Department Representative on FASA Council 
wherein I gained significant outreach and organizing experience. I have a deep 
understanding of FASA’s inner mechanisms as well as how I can use its resources to 
improve the student experience at University of Calgary. I would love to continue serving 
as a representative for the student body and advocating for students should I be elected as 
your next President. My platform is based on the following key points:  

Long-term Strategic Planning 

If elected, I will craft a multi-year strategic plan that focuses on making FASA a more well-
rounded, dynamic, and active organization. This strategic plan will:  

• Emphasize integrating Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion as a core value. This 
includes: 

o Continuing to work on and complete the creation of FASA's own Equality, 
Diversity, and Inclusion Committee as well as ensuring it is properly funded. 

o Performing an EDI audit of FASA's existing documents, practices, and policies 
and updating them as necessary. 

• Ingrain activism into FASA's daily operations. This will be accomplished by: 
o Curating events, initiatives, and funding opportunities with the goal of 

supporting marginalized students.  
o Entrench into FASA policy advocacy directed to the Faculty, Administration, 

and the Students Union about student issues. 
• Make affordability a central focus of FASA's initiatives. This will be accomplished 

by: 
o Working with the VP Operations and Finance to expanding the scope of the 

FASA Scholarship and student awards. 
o Supporting movements that advocate against tuition increases, as well as 

addressing unaffordability with Arts administration on the Arts Faculty EDI 
committee. 

Academic Rights 

Students are currently facing the deterioration of our education and the cutting of Faculty 
of Arts programs. As such academic supports and alternative teaching methods are 
particularly important within the faculty. If elected, I will: 

• Ensure that students are aware of their right to academic support and 
accommodations by using our platform to educate students on the resources and 
supports that already exist.  



o For example, ensuring awareness regarding options such as term work 
deferral, extenuating circumstances withdrawal, and CG grade option. 

• Push for a more widespread adoption of alternative and collaborative teaching 
methods within the Faculty of Arts.  

o Work with the Vice President Academic through Faculty of Arts committees 
to be a vocal advocate for the adoption of alternative teaching methods and 
their benefits. Emphasize the inclusion of neurodivergent learning styles and 
the benefits of incorporating diverse teaching and grading methods. 

Student Engagement Opportunities 

Considering the lack of networking opportunities that Arts students have as well as the 
decline of student engagement on campus, if elected I will: 

• Work to bring back FASA alumni panels wherein students can meet, ask questions, 
and make connections with people in their field.  

• Work with the Vice President Events to create networking-based events that will 
give students from different faculties and departments the chance to create 
interdisciplinary connections.  

• Revive FASA’s First Year Committee with a conscious focus on increasing first year 
student involvement and leadership development. 

• Support the growth of and facilitate the maintenance of independent arts 
department associations.  

• Building partnerships with organizations across Alberta including Faculty of Arts 
in UofA and UofL.  

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding my platform, or if 
you are interested in collaborating. 

Reach me at  valentina.gascacastr@ucalgary.ca  

Follow my Instagram at @vale4fasapres  
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