
Hello! My name is Phan Nguyen Gia Thu, I am a third-year Honours Political Science major with 

a sociology minor. I am running for the position of Vice President External and it would be an honour to 

be considered to serve in this position.  

 I came to Canada two years ago as an international student and have happily joined the University 

of Calgary and the larger Alberta community. In my time here, the lack of student activism and 

expression on campus has become increasingly intolerable. One of my main wishes is to improve the 

communication between the student body and the administration. Furthemore, I believe that international 

students lack a proper and legitimate voice to advocate for their unique struggles. As an international 

student myself, I empathize with the problems of fellow international students on a fundamental level. 

They are facing increasing tuition and at the same time, also have a lack of representation in the 

university. These issues feed into each other, international students are facing the most tuition increases 

and the lack of representation does not help in relieving these concerns. In the position of VP external, I 

would like to use those resources to understand these issues to personally bring quantifiable and much 

needed results to alleviate their unique problems. If given the opportunity to serve as VP external, I hope 

to focus my efforts in improving and creating more channels for student advocacy to overall make the 

campus a better place for domestic and international students.  

 My platform is primarily focused on improving student advocacy using the resources available to 

the VP external. First, I want to use a portion of funds and sponsorship I would get in this position for the 

purpose of bringing light to issues relating to domestic and international students. For instance, searching 

and using sponsorships to help promote marginalized communities on campus, particularly, indigenous 

students. Second, in building further connections with the different student clubs, I hope to improve the 

campus culture by giving more visibility to clubs and associations on campus. This means bringing back 

student clubs to the forefront of student life and extracurriculars. Third, I want to strengthen lines of 

communications between representative bodies like FASA and SU and the student body to better cater to 

their needs. In doing so, I hope for more collaboration between SU and FASA to bring potential solutions 

for student issues. I believe with this position, I can bring some transparency to how organizations on 

campus are trying to help with student issues and create a dialogue for students to directly share what 

issues are pressing to them the most. Closely related to my last point, I believe using my personal 

experiences as an international student and as a person from a developing country, I can assist 

international students who believe they are not allowed to voice their opinions due to being non-citizens, 

to do so in a safe space. In practice, this would be assisting in creating events with the Vice President Of 

Events that are tailored to help with their unique experiences. 



In summary, with this position, I intend to make the most of the opportunity to serve as your 

representative. As said above, I believe I bring a unique perspective as an international student to the 

position of VP external and am able to bring quantifiable results to FASA.  

 

 

 


